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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A drum shredder for reducing material comprising 
a housing; 

a tapered cutting drum rotatably mounted within the housing, the tapered cutting 
drum having a cross-section with an outer diameter that is smaller than an outer diameter 
of another cross-section of said drum; 

at least one cutting implement disposed about an outer surface of the tapered 

cutting drum; 

an anvil adjacent to the tapered cutting drum; 

a drive connected to the tapered cutting drum; and 

a bellyband that partially wraps the tapered cutting drum. 

2. (Original) The drum shredder of claim 1, wherein the anvil cooperates with the cutting 
drum to provide an acute cutting angle. 

3. (Currently amended) Th o drum ohroddor of olaim 1, A drum shredder for reducing 
material c omprising 

a housing; 

a taoe^H rnrting drum — *»"y ™„T,f,H within the homing the tapered cutting 
Hmm having a ™«*-w.tion wit *- ™ outer Hitter that is smaller than an outer diameter 
of another cross-secti on of said drum; 

at lea ** nne rutting ir-p 1 "™™' ^poseri about a n outer surface of the tapered 

cutting drum; 

an i»nvil adjacent to the tapered cutting drum; 

a drivf- connected tn the tapered cutting drum; and 

a bellvhnnri that partia lly wraps the tapered cutting drum, 
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wherein the cutting drum has two ends end a middle seetion, the cutting drum being 
tapered towatd Che middle section to form two regions, each region having at least one 
cutting implement. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The drum shredder of claim 1 , wherein the cutting drum is tapered toward 
both ends. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9 (Currently amended) The drum shredder of claim 1, further comprising wheiein-eaeb 
.^^^^ aUeastone pocket dis^osedjnt h e surface, of the ta pered cutting 
drum, end of sa id at least one pocket being associated with i^ach of said at least one 
cutting implement for carrying reduced material rnpduc rd from said at least one cutting 
^^t^^i a, eaeh p uulcct bri n e &ej 1 ' " " ,rFnrn nf th " U lu orod cuttinR dnim - 

10. (Previously presented) A drum shredder for chipping and discharging wood 

comprising: 

a housing; 

at least one tapered cutting drum rotatably supported in the housing, the tapered 
cutting drum having a cross-section with an outer diameter that is smaller than an outer 
diameter of another cross-section of said drum; 

at least one cutting implement supported by the tapered cutting drum; 

a bellyband at least partially wrapping the tapered cutting drum; 

a transition in communication with the bellyband; and 

a discharge port in communication with the transition. 
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11. (Original) The drum shredder of claim 10, wherein the transition has a non-linear rear 
wall. 

12. (Original) The drum shredder of claim 10, wherein the transition has a multi-sided rear 
wall. 

13. (Original) The drum shredder of claim 10, wherein the transition has a substantially v- 
shaped or substantially inverted v-shaped wall. 

14. (Original) The drum shredder of claim 10, wherein the transition has a semi-ciicular 
wall. 

15. (Original) The drum shredder of claim 10, wherein the transition has at least 5 sides. 

16. (Original) The drum shredder of claim 10, wherein the bellyband has a substantially 
*v-shaped' or substantially inverted 'v-shaped' wall. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously presented ) The drum shredder of claim 10, wherein each cutting 
implement has a pocket for carrying reduced material associated with it, each pocket being 
disposed in the surface of the tapered cutting drum. 

20. (Previously presented) The drum shredder of claim 19, wherein the shape of the 
bellyband conforms with the shape of the tapered cutting drum. 
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21. (Previously presented) The drum shredder of claim 10, wherein the outer surface of the 
tapered cutting drum is tapered toward the middle of said drum. 

22. (Previously presented) The drum shredder of claim 1. wherein the tapered cutting 
drum further includes an essentially solid outer surface. 

23. (Previously presented) The drum shredder of claim 3 , wherein the tapered cutting drum 
further includes an essentially solid outer surface. 

24. (Currently amended) The drum shredder of claim 23, further comprising wherein each 
outtuig implement hnnn at least one pocket dis posed in the surface of the tapered cutting 
Hn, m . ft ach of saH «* i~«t nne nocket being associated with it- each of said at least one 
mitring imolem ^t for carrying re^-^ ™» ^ produc ed from said at. least one cutting 
implemen t , o uoh pockotboingdiu puuu diu i h u c w p n tinll y nnlid u u l u jurfaoo of fee t npn tn d 
cutting drum . 

25. (Previously presented) The drum shredder of claim 23. wherein the bellyband wraps 
the tapered cutting drum at a substantially even distance away from said tapered cutting 
drum. 

26. (Previously presented) The drum shredder of claim 3, wherein each cutting implement 
extends along at least 50% of each region. 

27. (New) The drum shredder of claim 3, wherein the bellyband includes a multi-sided, 
and/or multi-angled wall that conforms to the tapered dram. 
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